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L.UNAGY L.AXV. 



AN ACT 

Relative to the Supervision and Control of Hospitals or Houses in 
which the Insane Are Placed for Treatment or Detention. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa* 
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly 
met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That the 
Board of Public Charities shall have the supervision over all houses 
or places in which any person of unsound mind is detained whenever 
the occupant of the house or person having charge of the lunatic re- 
ceives any compensation for the custody, control, or attendance other 
than as an attendant or nurse, and also of all houses or places in 
which more than one such person is detained with or without com- 
pensation paid for custody or attendance. 

Sed ion '2. There shall be three additional members added to the 
Board of Public Charities^ one of whom shall be a member of the bar 
of at least ten years' standing and one a practicing physician of at 
least ten years' standing. The three additional members shall be 
appointed by the Governor, and confirmed by the Senate, after the 
passage of this act, for a term of five years, or upon any vacancies 
occurring by death or resignation for the unexpired term of. such 
appointment, or on the expiration of a term of service, and the Gov- 
ernor upon sufficient cause may. in his discretion, remove any mem- 
ber from the office. 

Section 3. The Board shall appoint a committee of five to act as the 
Committee on Lunacy. The two professional members appointed 
under this act shall be members of that committee, and three mem- 
bers shall constitute a quorum. The committee shall choose a chair- 
man and secretary to serve for the current year and annually there- 
after in November. The secretary shall receive an annual salary of 
three thousand dollars, with the necessary incidental expenses, to be 
accompanied with proper vouchers payable quarterly by the State 
Treasurer, and he may be removed at the pleasure of the Board of 
Public Charities. 

(3) 
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Section 4. Tbe committee on lunacy herein provided for shall exam- 
ine for themselves, or through their secretary, and report annually to 
the Board on or before the first day of November into the condition 
of the insane in this State, and the mauagment and conduct of the 
hospitals, public and private almshouses, and all other places in 
which the insane are kept for care and treatment or detention, and 
it shall be the duty of the officers and others respectively in charge 
thereof to give such committee and their secretary at all times free 
access to the insane, and full information concerning them and their 
treatment therein. 

Section 5. The said committee on lunacy are empowered and re- 
quired to execute, through themselves or their secretary, all the pro- 
visions of this act which pertain to their office as set forth therein, 
and shall direct their secretary accordingly, and shall also, with the 
consent of the Board, make such other rules and regulations for 
their own government and that of their secretary as are not incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act. 

Section 6. The report of the said committee on lunacy shall be pub- 
lished annually with that of the Board of Public Charities. 

Section 7. The Board shall have power from time to time, with the 
consent of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and of the Attor- 
ney General, to ordain rules and regulations on the following mat- 
ters so far as the same are not inconsistent with any laws of this 
Commonwealth then in force and of any provisions of this act: 

(1.) The licensing of all houses or places in which any person can be 
lawfully detained as a lunatic or of unsound mind, upon compensa- 
tion paid to or received by the owner or occupant of such house or 
place, directly or indirectly, for the care of such lunatic, and also of 
all houses or places in which more than one person of unsound mind 
is detained or resides, provided, that this clause shall not extend to 
any goal or prison, and provided also, that the Board with consent 
as aforesaid, may from time to time exempt any particular hospital 
established by the State, or under any municipal authority or any 
eleemosynary institution, from the obligation to apply for or obtain 
a license, and no such institution now existing shall be required to 
take out a license until required to do so by the Board, with the con- 
sent aforesaid. 

(2.) Regulations to insure the proper treatment of persons de- 
tained in any house or place, whether licensed or not, that are sub- 
ject to the provisions of this act, and to guard against improper or 
unnecessary detention of such persons. 

(3.) Regulations of the forms to be observed, warranting the com- 
mitment, transfer of custody and discharge of all lunatics, other 
than those committed by order of a court of record, and as to these. 
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with the consent of the presiding judge of the court, under whose 
order the person is detained. 

(4.) The visitation of all houses and places licensed under this act, 
or in which any persons are detained as lunatics, and of all persons 
detained therein. 

(5.) The withdrawal of such licenses and the imposition of condi- 
tions under which they shall continue. 

(6.) Reports and information to be furnished by the manager or 
managers of all houses or places subject to the provisions of this act 
and by the boards of visitors. 

(7.) Regulations as to the number of persons that may be detained 
and the accommodations to be provided, and food, clothing, fuel to 
be furnished in any house or building, subject to the provisions of 
this act, the manner of such detention, and the restraints imposed, 
the means of communication by those detained with the relatives, 
friends, and other persons outside the houses and places of deten- 
tion. 

Section 8. There shall be appointed boards of visitors of all houses 
or places licensed under this act, or in which any person of unsound 
mind is detained, and for the care or custody of whom compensation 
of any kind is received, or where more than one such person is de- 
tained. One such board shall be appointed in every county in which 
there is a house or place, subject to the provisions of this act, of not 
less than three persons, and in each county where there are more 
than one such house or place, the number constituting the board of 
visitors- of such county shall be increased in the discretion ofthe 
committee of lunacy. 

Section 9. The members of the board of visitors shall be appointed 
by the Board in each year, and shall continue until their successors 
are appointed, and the Board may remove the visitors and fill vacan- 
cies in the office. 

Section 10. Women may be appointed members of the boards of 
visitors, and at least once a year these boards shall be filled up so 
that members who have failed to act shall be removed. 

Section 11. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons or cor- 
poration, not exempted from the obligation to obtain a license under 
this act, to keep or maintain a house or place for the reception or 
custody of persons of unsound mind, without having received a li- 
cense under this act, nor when such license has expired or been with- 
drawn or suspended, and the manager and occupant of any such 
house within which more than one person shall be detained as being 
a person of unsound mind for compensation received, and the man- 
ager and occupant of any such house or place wherein more than one 
person is received and detained with or without compensation, and 
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while there is no license in force authorizing the keeping of such 
house or place, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Section 12. Any person having charge or control of any house or 
place subject to the provisions of this act, used for the detention, 
care or custody of a lunatic, who shall violate, or omit to observe, 
any regulation of the committee on lunacy authorized by this act, 
after a copy of the same has been left at the said house or place, or 
delivered to the person named in the license or to the manager of 
such house, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and all com- 
mon law rights of action or indictment are also reserved. 

Section 13. The Board of Public Charities shall, from time to time, 
provide for an effectual visitation of all persons confined as insane, 
in all places over which they are given jurisdiction by this act, and an 
inspection of such houses or places of confinement and of the mode of 
treatment of the insane. 

Section 14. And the Board shall make rules to insure to the pa- 
tients the admission of all proper visitors being members of their 
family, or personal friends, agents, or attorneys, and compel obe- 
dience to such regulations. 

Section 15. The detention of any person as insane in any house or 
place made subject to the provisions of this act, without compliance 
with the requisitions of tins act. {hall be a misdeameanor on the part 
of any person concerned in such detention, who has omitted or per- 
mitted the omission of any of the requirements, and the party ag- 
grieved shall also be entitled to his action for damages. 

Section 16. No verdict or judgment shall be entered in any action, 
nor shall any judgment be entered on any indictment for such deten- 
tion as against any person or persons who are subject to the regula- 
tions and provisions of this act, who shall have complied with the 
requirements of this act, unless the judge, after trial and verdict, 
shall certify that there was proof to his satisfaction that the party 
charged acted with gross negligence, or corruptly, or that he acted 
without reasonable or probable cause, or was actuated by motives 
other than the good of the person restrained. 

Section 17. In all buildings or establishments where an insane per- 
son is detained, which are subject to the provisions of this act, there 
shall be kept the following books which shall be at all times open 
to the inspection of any member of the committee on lunacy or the 
board of visitors of the proper county: 

An admission book. 

A discharge book. 

A Case Book, in which there shall be regularly entered all the 
facts bearing on each patient and his case. 

A Medical Journal, in which there shall be, at least once a week, a 



LUNACY LAW. 7 

statement written of all matters which are of special importance, 
bearing on the treatment and condition of the patients. 

Section 18. No person shall be received as a patient for treatment 
or for detention in any house or place where more than one insane 
person is detained, or into any house <>r place where one or more in- 
sane persons are detained for compensation without a certificate 
signed by at least two physicians resident in this Commonwealth, 
who have been actually in the practice of medicine for at least live 
years, both of whom shall certify that they have examined separately 
The person alleged to be insane, and after such an examination had, 
do verily believe that the person is insane and that the disease is of 
a character which, in their opinion, requires that the person should 
be placed in a hospital or other establishment where the insane are 
detained for care and treatment, ami that they are not related by 
blood or marriage to the person alleged to be insane, nor in any way 
connected as a medical attendant or otherwise with the hospital or 
other establishment in which it is proposed to place such person. 

Section lit. The certificate above provided U>\- shall have been made 
within one week of the examination of the patient and within two 
weeks of the lime of the admission of the patient, and shall be duly 
sworn to or affirmed before a judge or magistrate of this Common- 
wealth and of the county where such person has been examined, 
who shall certify to the genuineness of the signatures and to the 
standing and good repute of the signers. And any person falsely 
certifying as aforesaid, shall be guilty of a misdi aimanor and also 
liable civilly to the party aggrieved. 

Section 20. No person alleged to be insane shall be received into 
any house for treatment or for detention, unless at the lime of such 
reception the person or persons at whose instance the person is re- 
ceived, shall, by a writing signed, stale that the person has been 
removed and is to be detained at his or her request, under the be- 
lief that such detention is necessary and for the benefit of the in- 
sane person. 

Section 21. There shall also be delivered to the person or persons 
Inning snppervision or charge of the house, a written statement of 
I he following facts relative to the person to be detained, signed by 
the person or persons at whose instance the insane person has been 
removed and detained, or if the facts be not known, it shall be so 
stated: 

I l.l The name. 

11'.) Age 

(3.) Residence for the past year or for so much thereof as is known. 

(4.) Occupation, trade or employment. 

('>.) Parents, if living. 

(G.) Husband or wife. 
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(7.) Children. 

(8.) Brothers and sisters, and the residence of each of these per- 
sons. 

(9.) If not more than one of these classes is known, the names and 
residences of such of the next degree of relatives as are known. 

(10.) A statement of the time at which the insanity has been sup- 
posed to exist, and the circumstances that induce the belief that in- 
sanity exists. 

(11.) Name and address of all medical attendants of the patient 
during the last two years. 

Section 22. Should the person in charge of the house have reason to 
believe that any of these statements have been omitted through ig- 
norance, and that the answers will be immediately furnished, and no 
reason existing to doubt the good faith of the parties after inquiring 
of the person intended to be detained, it shall be lawful to detain the 
person alleged to be insane for such further period as shall be neces- 
sary to obtain the said statements complete, but not exceeding 
seven days. 

Section 23. Within twenty-four hours after any person is received 
into any house for detention as an insane person, the person in 
charge there shall enter or have entered, in a book kept for that pur- 
pose, all the facts stated in the certificate or documents required to 
be exhibited at the time of receiving the patient, and shall file the 
originals and preserve them. The regular medical attendant of the 
house shall, within twenty-four hours after the reception of any 
patient, examine such patient, and reduce to writing the results of 
such examination, and enter the same upon a book to be kept for that 
purpose, together with the opinion formed from such examination 
and from the documents received with the patient. 

Section 24. In case the said medical attendant is of the opinion that 
the detention is not necessary for the benefit of the patient, he shall 
notify the person or persons at whose instance the patient is de- 
tained, and unless such person shall, without a delay not exceeding 
seven days, exhibit satisfactory proof of such necessity, the patient 
shall be discharged from the house and restored to his family or 
friends. 

Section 25. At the time of such examination, the medical attendant 
shall himself cause the patient distinctly to understand, if he or she 
is capable of doing so, that if he or she desires to see or otherwise 
communicate with any person or persons, means will be provided for 
such interview or communication, and said attendant shall person- 
ally see that proper means are taken to communicate this fact to the 
person or persons indicated by the patient, and any proper person or 
persons, not exceeding two, shall be permitted to have a full and 
unrestrained interview with the patient. 
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Section 26. The statements furnished at the time of the reception 
of the patient (and at the examination of the patient by the medical 
attendant of the house) shall be forwarded by mail to the address of 
the committee on lunacy within seven days from the time of the re- 
ception of the patient, which shall by them be entered in a book, 
which they shall keep for this purpose, and at least once in six 
months there shall be a report made by the medical attendant of the 
house on the condition of each patient, together with such other 
matters relative to the case as the said committee may require, and 
at any time such report shall be made upon the request of the secre- 
tary of the committee on lnuacy. 

Section 27. During the detention of any person as insane, any med- 
ical practitioner designated by him or by any member of his family, 
or "'near friend," with the sanction of a judge of a court of record of 
the county in which such insane person resides at the time of liis re- 
moval and detention, shall be permitted, at all reasonable hours, to 
visit and examine the patient, and such medical attendant shall, un- 
less objected to by the patient, lie permitted, by request of his or her 
family, or -'near friend," and with the consent of the physician in- 
chief of the establishment, to attend the patient for all maladies 
other than insanity in the same manner as if the patient were in his 
own home. 

Section 28. All persons detained as insane shall be furnished with 
materials and reasonable opportunity, in the discretion of the super 
intendent or manager, for communicating under seal with any per- 
son withoul the building, and such communication shall be stamped 
and mailed. They shall have the unrestricted privilege of address- 
ing communications, if they so desire, not oftener than once a 
month, to any member of the committee on lunacy. 

Section 29. The privisions of this act, in respect of the admission 
or discharge of patients, shall not extend to insane criminals in cus- 
tody. Such persons shall not be received except when delivered by 
a sheriff of the county, or his deputy, together with an order of the 
court of the county in which he was arrested or convicted, having 
jurisdiction of the offense under seal of the court, and signed by a 
law judge, nor shall such criminals be discharged from a hospital or 
other place of detention for the insane, saving on a like order and to 
the sheriff, or his deputy, producing such order, and while detained 
as an insane person, such criminal shall be so kept as to insure his 
detention until duly discharged. Whenever any person, detained i ti 
any gaol or prison, is insane, or in such condition as to require treat 
ment in a hospital for the insane, it shall be the duty of any law 
judge of the court, under whose order the person is detained, upon 
application, to direct an inquiry into the circumstances, either by a 
commission or otherwise, as he shall deem proper, with notice to 
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the committee on lunacy, and if the judge shall be satisfied that the 
person confined requires treatment in a hospital, he shall thereupon 
direct the removal of the said person from the gaol or prison to a 
state hospital, which order shall be executed by the sheriff of the 
county, or his deputy, and the actual expenses of such removal and 
the expense of maintaining the person in the hospital, shall be paid 
by the county liable for the maintenance of the said person in the 
gaol or prison from which he is removed. 

Section 30. The trustees, manager and physicians of any hospital 
in which a criminal is confined by order of any court, or in which a 
lunatic has been committed after an acquittal of crime, shall not dis- 
charge, release, or remove the prisoner or lunatic without the order 
of a court of competent jurisdiction, and in case such lunatic, whether 
a convict or acquitted, is not set at large, but is to be removed to any 
place of custody other than a hospital, the order for removal shall 
not be made without notice to the committee on lunacy, and time 
given them to investigate the case and he heard on the application. 

Section 31. All persons that have been detained as insane, (other 
than criminal insane, duly convicted and sentenced by a court), shall, 
as soon as they are restored to reason and are competent to act for 
themselves, in the opinion of the medical attendant of the house, be 
forthwith discharged, and any person so detained shall at all times 
be entitled to a writ of habeas corpus for the determination of this 
question, and on the hearing, the respondent in that writ shall be 
required to pay the costs and charges of the proceedings, unless the 
judge shall certify that there was sufficient ground in his opinion to 
warrant the detehtion and put the petitioner to his writ. In case the 
discharged patient be in indigent circumstances, such person shall 
be furnished with necessary raiment and with funds sufficient for 
sustenance and travel to his home, to be charged to the county from 
which such patient was committed. 

Section 32. The committee on lunacy shall be notified of all dis- 
charges within seven days thereafter, and a record of the same shall 
be kept by the committee. 

Section 33. The committee on lunacy may, at any time, order anil 
compel the discharge of any person detained as insane, (other than a 
person committed after trial and conviction for crime, or by order of 
court), but such order shall not be made unless notice be given to 
the person having charge of the building in which the patient is de- 
tained, and to the person or persons at whose instance the patient is 
detained, and reasonable opportunity given them to justify a further 
detention, and the committee shall not sign an order of discharge un- 
less they have personally attended and examined the case of the pa- 
tient. 

Section 34. A supplement to an act relative to the supervision and 
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control of hospitals and houses in which the insane are placed for 
treatment or detention, approved the eighth day of May, Anno Dom- 
ini one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three, extending the time 
for which voluntary agreement may be made with reference to in- 
sane or nervous persons. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General 
Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, 
that section thirty-four of the Act of Assembly, approved the eighth 
day of May, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and eighty- 
three, which reads as follows: 

"Persons voluntarily placing themselves in any of the houses pro- 
vided for in this act, may be detained for the time they shall specify 
by an agreement signed by them, at the time of their admission, but 
not exceeding seven days; and they may, from lime to time, renew 
the authority to detain them for a time not exceeding seven days 
from such renewal, but no agreement shall be deemed to authorize 
a detention unless signed in the presence of some adult person at- 
tending as a friend of the person detained, in the presence of, and 
also by the person in charge of the house or the medical attendant," 
be and the same is lfereby amended to read as follows: 

"Persons voluntarily placing Ihcmselves in any of the houses pro- 
vided for in this act, and who may be suffering from nervous dis- 
eases, threatening mental disorder, may be received for a period of 
one month or less, by an agreement, which shall also specify the 
time, signed by them at the time of admission, and they may renew 
said agreement at the end of one month, but no agreement shall be 
deemed to authorize their remaining, unless signed in the presence 
of some adult person attending as a friend of the person applying 
in the presence of and also by the medical attendant." 

Approved— The 10th day of May, A. D. 1893. 

ROBT. E. PATTTSON. ' 

Section 35. So much of the act entitled "An act to provide for the 
admission of certain classes of the insane into hospitals for the in- 
sane in this Commonwealth, and their discharge therefrom," ap- 
proved the twentieth day of April, Anno Domini one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-nine, number tifty-four of the pamphlet laws of 
that year, as provides ''That insane persons may be placed in a hos- 
pital for the insane by their legal guardians, or by their relatives or 
friends in case they have no guardians, but never without the certifi- 
cate of two or more reputable physicians, after a personal examina- 
tion, made within one week of the date thereof, and this certificate 
to be duly acknowledged and sworn to or affirmed before some mag- 
istrate or judicial officer, who shall certify to the genuineness of the 
signatures and to the respectability of the signers," is amended, and 
the person thereby authorized to place an insane person in a hos- 
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pital, are required to observe the forms and conditions required by 
this act in exercising the powers conferred by the said act of the 
twentieth day of April, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-nine, when the insane person is placed in any house, hos- 
pital, or place which is subject to the provisions of this act. 

Section 36. So much of said act as provided by section second as 
enacts "That it shall be unlawful, and be deemed a misdemeanor in 
law, punishable by a fine of not exceeding one hundred dollars, for 
any superintendent, officer, physician, or other employe of any insane 
asylum to intercept, delay or interfere with, in any manner whatso- 
ever, the transmission of any letter or any other written communica- 
tion addressed by an inmate of any insane asylum to his or her coun- 
sel, residing in the county in which the home of the patient is, or in 
the city or county in which the asylum is located," is hereby amended 
so that the same shall extend to the superintendents, officers, phy- 
sicians, servants, or other employes of all hospitals, houses, or places 
which are subject to the provisions of this act. 

Section 37. So much of the said act as provides by section ten: "If 
the superintendent or officers of any hospital for the insane shall 
receive any person into the hospital after full compliance with the 
provisions of this act, no responsibility shall be incurred by them 
for any detention in the hospital," as applies to the superintendent 
or officers of any hospital, house,, or place made subject to the pro- 
visions of this act, is repealed, and in place of the provisions of that 
act for the protection of such superintendent or officers ,the pro- 
visions of this act, is repealed, and in place of the provisions of that 
act for the protection of such superintendent or officers, the pro- 
visions of this act for that purpose are substituted. 

Section 38. The managers and officers of any hospital, or licensed 
house or place, shall not be liable to the penalties imposed by this 
a'ct, and shall be entitled to all the protection of this act in case of 
receiving for detention a lunatic or alleged lunatic without comply- 
ing with the requisitions of the act, if the judge trying the cause 
shall certify that the said officers aud managers had good reason to 
believe that such receiving and detention were necessary for the 
safety of the lunatic or other persons, and that the delay required to 
comply with the requirements of this act would have been injurious 
to the person detained, or to other persons, and that there is no rea- 
son to believe that they or any of them were actuated by improper 
motives. And within forty-eight hours after any person is thus re- 
ceived, all the requisitions of this act to authorize a detention shall 
have been complied with, or the person discharged from custody and 
the officers of the hospital or place where such lunatic has been thus 
received, shall forthwith notify the Board of Public Charities of the 
facts connected with the reception ami detention. 
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Section 39. Whenever any person shall be found by inquisition to 
be insane, the committee of the person or of the estate, and also the 
clerk of the court into which the inquisition has been leturned, shall 
thereupon forthwith send to the committee on lunacy, at their prin- 
cipal office a statement in writing, signed by the committee of the 
lunatic, of the name, age, sex, and residence of the lunatic, and the 
residence of the committee, and upon any change in the residence or 
place of detention of the lunatic, shall forthwith notify the com- 
mittee on lunacy of such change. The committee on lunacy, or any 
one or more of the members of the committee, shall have power to 
visit and examine the said lunatic and authorize such visiting and 
examination by their secretary, or any board of visitors, or one or 
more members thereof, and by a physician, and the said committee 
are authorized to apply to any court having jurisdiction over the 
committee, or to a judge of a Court of Common Pleas of the county 
in which the lunatic is a resident or detained, to make such orders 
for the maintenance, custody or care of the said lunatic, and for the 
care and disposition of the property of a lunatic as I he case may re- 
quire. From any order, final or otherwise, thus made, an appeal 
may be taken to the Supreme Court, but such appeal shall not be a 
supersedeas unless so ordered by the court making the order, or by 
a judge of the Supreme Court on application and a hearing. 

Section 40. This act shall for all purposes, except the appointment 
and organization of the central board, go i ito operation thirty days 
after a proclamation shall have been issued by I he Governor an- 
nouncing (he organization of the committ* n lunacy. 

Approved— The 8th day of May, 1883. 

ROBT. E. PATTISON. 



Pennsylvania, ss: 

In the name and by the authority of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

(Seal.) ROBERT E. PATTISON. 

Governor of the said Commonwealth. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas. It is provided in and by the fortieth section of the act of 
(he General Assembly of this Commonwealth, entitled "An act rela- 
tive to the control and supen ision of hospitals or houses in which the 
insane are placed for treatment or detention," approved the 8th day 
of May. A. D. 1883, thai "This act shall, for all the purposes except 
the appointment and organization of the Central Board, go into oper- 
ation thirty days after a proclamation shall have been issued by the 
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Governor announcing the organization of the Committee on Lun- 
acy;" 

And whereas, It has been properly certified to me that the Com- 
mittee on Lunacy, provided for by the third section of the above re- 
cited act of the General Assembly, has been duly appointed by the 
Board of Public Charities, to consist of the following named persons: 
Philip C. Garrett, Henry M. Hoyt, Thomas G. Morton, E. Coppee 
Mitchell and W. W. IL Davis, and that said committee met in the 
city of Philadelphia, on Monday, the thirtieth day of July, A. D. 1883, 
and organized according to law. 

Now, therefore, As required by the said fortieth section of the act 
of the General Assembly above recited, I, Robert E. Pattison, Gov- 
ernor as aforesaid, do issue this my proclamation, hereby announcing 
that the Committee on Lunacy, provided for by the third section of 
said act, consisting of the aforesaid Philip C. Garrett, Henry M. 
Hoyt, Thomas G. Morton, E. Coppee Mitchell and W W. H. Davis. 
has been duly organized as required by the above recited act of the 
General Assembly. 

Given under my hand and the great seal of the State at Harris- 
burg, this twentieth day of August, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-three, and of the Commonwealth 
the one hundred and eighth. 

•ROBT. E. PATTISON, 

Governor. 

By the Governor: 
\Y. S. STENGEB, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 



A SUPPLEMENT 

To an act relative to the supervision and control of hospitals and 
houses in which the insane are placed for treatment or detention, 
approved the eighth day of May, Anno Domini one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-three. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c, That the Committee on Lunacy, cre- 
ated by said act, approved May eight, Anno Domini one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-three, shall at all times be subject to the 
authority and control of the State Board of Public Charities, and 
that section' five of said act, which reads as follows: 

"Section 5. The said Committi e on Lunacy are empowered and re- 
quired tu execute, tin (nigh themselves or their secretary, all the pro- 
visions of I his ad which pertain to their office, as set forth therein; 
and shall direct their secretary accordingly, and shall also, with the 
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consent of the Board, make such other ruling and regulations for 
their own government, and that of their secretary, as are not incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act," be and the same is hereby 
repealed. 

Approved— The 7th day of May. A. D. 188!). 

JAMES A. BEAVER. 



AN ACT 

To provide for the maintenance, care and treatment of the indigent 
insane in county and local institutions. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c, That any county, municipality, bor- 
ough or township of tliis Commonwealth, which now has or may 
hereafter supply, erect and equip a suitable institution for the main- 
tenance, care and treatment of its indigent insane, upon plans and 
specifications approved in writing by the Board of Public Charities, 
shall receive from the State Treasury the sum of one dollar and fifty 
cents per week for every indigent insane pe/son .if such county, 
municipality, borough or township so maintained, who has been 
legally adjudged to be insane and committed to such institution, or 
who may lie transferred from a State Hospital for (lie Insane to 
such local institution: Provided. Thai (lie Board of Public Charities 
shall be satisfied with the quality and equipment of such institution, 
and the manner of care and treatment therein furnished, is proper 
and suitable to the class or classes of (he indigent insane so main- 
tained, and shall so certify to the Auditor General before any such 
payment shall be made. 

Approved— The 25th day of May. A. I). 1897. 

DANIEL H. HASTINGS. 



AN ACT 

To provide for Hie Better Protection of Female Insane Patients in 

Transit. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly 
met. and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That 
whenever any indigent female insane patient is to be removed from 
any county almshouse to a Stale Hospital or asylum for the insane, 
or from one State hospital or asylum for the insane to another State 
hospital or asylum, or from the home of such indigent patient to an 
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almshouse, hospital or asylum, or when returned from such institu- 
tion to her home, it shall be the duty of the court under whose order 
such patient is committed, or of the commissioners of the county, or 
the overseers of the poor of the district to which such patient is 
chargeable (if not committed by the court), to provide a female at- 
tendant for every female patient in transit at the expense of the 
proper county or poor district, unless such patient is accompanied 
by a member of her family. 

Approved the fourteenth day of April, Anno Domini one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-three. 

ROBT. E. PATTISON. 

The foregoing act amended as follows: 

Section 2. Any public officer, superintendent, steward, director of 
poor or other person, transferring as aforesaid any such female in- 
sane patient, who shall refuse or neglect to observe the provisions 
of this act as hereby amended, shall be subject to a penalty of two 
hundred and fifty dollars for each such refusal or neglect, which 
penalty may be sued and recovered in the name of the Common- 
wealth by the district attorney of the county in which such act of re- 
fusal or neglect occurred, and the sum so recovered shall be paid 
into the treasury of the State. 

Approved— The 27th day of May, A. I). 1897. 

DANIEL H. HASTINGS. 



AN ACT 

To authorize and provide for the commitment of persons habitually 
addicted to the use of alcoholic drink or intoxicating drugs to a 
proper hospital or asylum, for restraint, care and treatment. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c, That from and after the passage of 
this act, it shall be lawful for any persons so habitually addicted 
to the use of alcoholic drink, absinthe, opium, morphine, chloral, or 
other intoxicating liquor or drug, as to be a proper subject for re- 
straint, care and treatment in a hospital or asylum or for at least 
two persons being the wife, husband, parent, child, children, or next 
friend of such person, to apply by petition to the Court of Quarter 
Sessions or to any magistrate or justice of the peac of the proper 
county, setting forth the facts, upon oath, and requesting the com- 
mitment of such person to a proper hospital or asylum, for restraint, 
care and treatment; and such petition shall be accompaneid by the 
affidavit of at leas-t two physicians, based on examination by them 
of the alleged drunkard, setting forth the condition of such person, 
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and stating that, in their opinion, restraint, care and treatment in 
a hospital or asylum would be a benefit to such person. Whereupon 
the said court, magistrate or justice, shall issue a warrant to bring 
before them on the day certain, the petitioner, both physicians, and 
the alleged drunkard; and a hearing shall then be held, and if the 
facts set forth in the petition and affidavits are proved to the satis- 
faction of the judge, magistrate or justice, it shall be the duty of the 
court to commit such alleged drunkard to a proper hospital or asy- 
lum, for restraint, care and treatment, until upon further hearing 
the said court, magistrate or justice shall be satisfied that such 
restraint, care and treatment are no longer beneficial to the person 
committed as aforesaid: Provided, That such restraint shall not be 
continued in any case for a longer period than one year. And pro- 
vided, That no person shall be committed under the provisions of 
this act, or be admitted into any hospital or asylum, until payment 
has been made or security has been given to the managers of the hos- 
pital or asylum, satisfactory to them, to pay the proper charges for 
the board, care and treatment of (In- alleged drunkard, and also to 
indemnify the said managers from all cost and expense. And pro- 
vided, That all commitments under this ait shall be 'reviewable by 
proceedings under writ of habeas corpus, which may be sued out, at 
any time, by any person restrained hereby or by anyone acting for or 
on behalf of such person. 

Approved— The lOtli day of April, L903. 

SAML. W. PENNYP ACKER. 



AN ACT 

To amend an act, entitled "An act to authorize and provide for the 
commitment of persons habitually addicted to the use of alcoholic 
drink or intoxicating drugs to a proper hospital or asylum, for 
restraint, care, and treatment, approved April sixteen, Anno 
Domini one thousand nine hundred and three; providing for the 
commitment of persons habitually addicted to the use of alcholic 
drink or intoxicating drugs to a proper hospital or asylum, for re- 
st raint, care and treatment, by the court of quarter sessions. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c, That section one of an act, approved 
April sixteen, Anno Domini one thousand nine hundred and three, 
entitled "'An act to authorize and provide for the commitment of 
persons habitually addicted to use of alcoholic drink or intoxicating 
drugs to a proper hospital or asylum, for restraint, care and treat- 
ment,'' which reads as follows: 

2 
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''Section 1. Be it enacted, &c, That from and ifler the passage 
of this act, it shall be lawful for any person so habitually addicted 
to the use of alcoholic drink, absinthe, opium, morphine, chloral, or 
other intoxicating liquors or drugs, as to be a proper subject for 
restraint, care and treatment in a hospital or asylum, or for at least 
two persons, being (he wife, husband, parent, child, children, or next 
friends, of such person, to apply by petition to the court of Quarter 
Sessions, or to any magistrate or justice of (he peace of the proper 
county, setting forth the facts, upon oath, and requesting the com- 
mitment of such person to a proper hospital or asylum, for restraint, 
care and treatment; and such petition shall be accompanied by the 
affidavits of at least two physicians, based on examination of them 
of the alleged drunkard, setting forth (he condition of such person, 
and stating that, in their opinion, restraint, care and treatment in a 
hospital or asylum will be a benefit to such person. Whereupon 
the said court, magistrate, or justice, shall issue a warrant to bring 
before them, on a day certain, the petitioner, both physicians, and 
(he alleged drunkard; and a hearing shall then be had, and if the 
facts set forth in the petition and affidavits are proved to the satis- 
faction of the" judge, magistrate, or justice, it shall be the duty of 
the court to commit such alleged drunkard to a propeer hospital or 
asylum, for restraint, care and treatment, until, upon further hear- 
ing, the said court, magistrate, or justice shall be satisfied that such 
restraint, care and treatment are no longer beneficial to the person 
committed as aforesaid: Provided, That such restraint shall not be 
continued in any case for a longer period than one year: And pro- 
vided, That no person shall be committed under the provisions of 
this act, or be admitted into any hospital or asylum until payment 
has been made, or security has been given, to (he managers of the 
hospital or asylum, satisfactory to them, to pay the proper charges 
for (he board, care and treatment of the alleged drunkard, and also 
lo indemnify the said, managers from all cost and expense: And 
provided. That all commitments under this act shall be reviewable 
by proceedings under writ of habeas corpus, which may be sued ou( 
at any time by any person restrained hereby, or by any one acting 
for or on behalf of such person," be and the same is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows: 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c. ; That from and after the passage 
(if this act, it shall be lawful for any person so habitually addicted 
(o the use of alcoholic drink, absinthe, opium, morphine, chloral, 
or other intoxicating liquor or drug, as to be a proper subject for 
restraint, care and treatment in a hospital or asylum, for at least 
(wo persons, being the wife, husband, parent, child, children, or next 
friends of such person, to apply by petition to the court of Quarter 
Sessions of the proper county, setting forth the facts, upon oath, 
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and requesting the commitment of such person to a proper hospital 
or asylum, for restraint, care and treatment; aud such petition shall 
be accompanied by the affidavit of at least two physicians, based 
on examination by them of the alleged drunkard, setting forth the 
condition of such person, and stating that, in their opinion, restraint, 
care and treatment in a hospital or asylum will he a benefit to such 
person. Whereupon the said court shall issue a warrant to have 
brought into court, on a day certain, the petition, both physicians, 
and the alleged drunkard; and a hearing shall then he had, and, ii 
the facts set forth in the petition and affidavits are proved to the 
satisfaction of the court, i( shall lie the duty of the courl to eommil 
such alleged drunkard to a proper hospital or asylum, fur restraint, 
care and treatment, until, upon further hearing, the said courl shall 
be satisfied that such restraint, care and treatment are an longer 
beneficial to (he person committed as aforesaid: Provided, Thai such 
restraint shall not lie continued in any case for a period of more 
than a year: And providi d. That no person shall he committed under 
the provisions of this act, or be admitted into any hospital or asy- 
lum, until payment has been made, or security lias been given to the 
managers of the hospital or asylum, satisfactory to them, to pay 
the proper charges for board, care and treatment of the alleged 
drunkard, and also to indemnify the said managers from all costs 
and expense: And provided, That all commitments under this act 
shall be reviewable by proceedings under writ of habeas corpus, 
which may be sued out at any time by the person restrained hereby, 
or by any one acting for or on behalf of such person. 
Approved— The 28th clay of May, A. 1). 1907. 

EDWIN S. STUART. 



AX ACT 

To provide for the protection of insane persons, feeble-minded per- 
sons, and epileptics, and the appointment of a guardian for I he 
said insane persons, feeble-minded persons, anil epileptics, un- 
able to care for their own property; authorizing the guardian to 
support the wife and children of the said insane persons, feeble- 
minded persons, and epileptics; defining the powers of the guar- 
dian, and authorizing the sale of real estate of the ward. 

Section. 1. Be it enacted. &c, That whenever" hereafter any person, 
being a resident of this State, shall become insane or feeble-minded 
or epileptic, or so mentally defective that he or she is unable to take 
care of his or her property, and in consequence thereof is liable 
to dissipate or lose the same, and to become the victim of designing 
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persons, it shall be lawful for either the mother, father, brother, sis- 
ter, husband, wife, child, next of kin, creditor, or, in the absence of 
such person or persons, or their inability, any other person, to pre- 
sent to the court of common pleas of the county in which said person 
to be cared for resides, his or her petition, under oath, setting forth 
the facts, praying the court to adjudge such person to be unable 
to take care of his or her property, and to appoint a guardian for 
the estate of such person. 

Section 2. Thereupon it shall be the duty of the court to fix a day 
for the hearing on such application, and direct that ten days' written 
notice thereof be given to (he person against whom the petition is 
presented, and also to the other members of his or her family resid- 
ing within the jurisdiction, and, if such person or persons cannot 
be found, then by notice by such publication as the court may think 
proper. 

Section 3. Upon the day fixed for the hearing the court shall 
require the presence of the person against whom the petition is 
presented, unless there is positive testimony to the effect that such 
person cannot be brought into court with safety to him or herself. 
<lt such hearing the court shall take the testimony of all the parties 
in interest, and of such other witnesses as the petitioner and the 
person against whom proceedings are instituted, or any member 
of his or her family, he or she may see fit to summons, on the ques- 
tion of the inability of the person against whom the proceedings 
are taken to care for his or her property because of mental defi- 
ciency. If the court, on such hearing, shall be satisfied that the per- 
son against whom the proceedings are taken is not able, owing to 
insanity or weakness of mind, to take care of his or her property, 
then it shall be the duty of the court to decide, and enter a decree 
accordingly, and appoint a guardian to take care of the same. 

Section 4. If the person against whom the proceedings are taken 
shall demand in writing, prior to the decision of the court on such 
application, a trial by jury, it shall thereupon be the duty of the 
said court to award an issue, framed to determine the question of 
fact involved, and such trial shall be granted. 

Section 5. From and after a decree that the person, against whom 
the same is entered, is insane, or so weak in mind that he or she is 
unable to take care of his or her property, the said person shall be 
wholly incapable of making any contract or gift whatever, or any 
instrument in writing, and the entry of such decree shall be notice 
of such incapacity, and* said person shall be a ward of the court ap- 
i pointing such guardian. 

Section G. The guardian, so appointed, shall have precisely the 
same powers, and be subject to the same duties, as a committee on 
lunacy in the State of Pennsylvania, The court appointing such 

- 



LUNACY LAW. 21 

guardian shall have full power over the same, in directing an allow- 
ance for the said ward and for the support and maintenance of his 
wife, or his or her children, and the education of his or her minor 
children; and shall enter a decree of sale, mortgaging, leasing, or 
conveyance upon ground-rent of the real estate, or any part thereof, 
of the said ward, whenever in the opinion of the court it is necessary 
for the support and maintenance of the said ward or his family, 
or the education of his or her minor children, or the payment of 
his or her debts, or where it is for the interest and advantage of 
the said ward that the same shall be sold, mortgaged, leased, or 
let on ground-rent; and all absolute sales in fee simple, except as 
hereinafter provided, shall be by public sale or vendue, and may 
be either entirely for cash or partly on credit, and after full adver- 
tisement for at least twenty days by handbills, posted in at least 
twenty of the most public places in the city or county where the said 
premises shall be situated, and in at least two newspapers, not less 
than three times in each: Provided, That if the court shall be of the 
opiuion that, under the circumstances, a better price can be ob- 
tained by private sale than at public sale, the court may decree 
and approve the same. Such sale, mortgaging, leasing, and letting 
on ground-rent shall be upon terms and rates to be approved by 
the court. When the said real estate is situated in the same county 
in which the said person shall reside, or in another county, or coun- 
ties, and the court shall be satisiied of the propriety of a sale, mort- 
gaging, or leasing, or letting on ground-rent, upon such real estate, 
or any part thereof, not within their jurisdiction, it shall be lawful 
for such court to make an order or decree authorizing such guardian 
to sell, mortgage, lease, or let on ground-rent all the real estate of 
the ward, or so much thereof as the court may think necessary and 
as it may designate. Thereupon it shall be the duty of the court 
of Common Pleas of the county wherein the real estate so designated 
is situated, upon the petition of such guardian, to make an order 
for the sale, mortgaging, leasing, or letting upon ground-rent of 
said real estate, or so much thereof as the court appointing said 
guardian by its order shall designate; and such guardian shall, in 
all cases, make a return of his proceedings to the said court, in 
the county in which the real estate was sold, mortgaged, leased, or 
let upon ground-rent shall be found, only. If the same be approved 
by the court, it shall be confirmed, and said guardian shall .make a 
return of said proceedings to the court by which said guardian was 
appointed. The said guardian shall give such bonds and file such 
accounts, at such periods, as the court shall determine. 

Section 7. If, at any time after the decree has been entered, the 
person against whom such proceedings air taken shall become able 
to care for his or her property, he or she, or any one of his or her 
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family, or next of kin, may petition to the court, setting forth such 
fact; and, after a hearing, of which due notice shall he given to such 
person so afflicted, and to all members of the family and next of 
kin of the said person, if the court shall find that the said person 
so afflicted has regained the ability to care for his or her property, 
the court shall so decree, and shall discharge the guardian; and 
thereupon the said person shall be, so far as the care of his or her 
properly or person shall be concerned, for the future, the same as if 
the proceedings against him or her had never been taken. 

Section 8. Any person aggrieved by the final decree of the courts 
of Common Pleas may, within three months from the time of the 
entry of said decree, appeal to the Superior Court of the State, 
and such court may confirm, reverse, or modify the decree entered 
in the lower court. 

Section 9. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith be and 
the same are hereby repealed. 

Approved— The 28th day of May, A. D. 1907. 

EDWIN S. STUART. 



AN ACT 

Authorizing and empowering the Pommitfee on Lunacy to transfer 
inmates from one State hospital for the insane to another State 
hospital for the insane. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c, That the Committee on Lunacy are 
hereby authorized and empowered, in their discretion, upon being 
satisfied that any of the State hospitals for the insane are over- 
crowded, to transfer patients or inmates from one State hospital for 
the insane to another. 

Section 2. That the cost of such transfer shall be paid out of the 
general appropriation for the care of the insane, and upon certifi- 
cate of the Committee on Lunacy that such transfer has been made, 
and of its cost. 

Section 3. The municipalities or persons liable to the institutions 
in which the commitment was made shall, after this transfer, be 
liable to the State hospital for the insane to which such transfer 
shall be made. 

Approved— The 1st day of May, A. D. 1907. 

EDWIN S. STUART. 
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AN ACT 

To provide for the employment of the insane, feeble-minded, and epi- 
leptic persons confined in institutions, wholly or in part main- 
tained by the State, for the care and treatment of the insane, fee- 
ble-minded, and epileptic person; and providing for the distribu- 
tion of the supplies, manufactured articles, goods, and products 
made in State institutions for the care of the insane, feeble- 
minded, and epileptic persons. 

Whereas, Prom the testimony taken by the Commission, appointed 
by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, under a joint resolution, on the 
eighteenth of April, one thousand nine hundred and five, entitled 
"A joint resolution creating a Commission to investigate various 
charitable institutions, e1 cetera," for the investigation of the man- 
agement of State hospitals and institutions for the care and treat- 
ment of th<' insane, appears that both the physical and mental condi- 
tion of the inmates arc improved when liny are given employment; 
and 

Whereas, It also appears that some of those inmates who are 
given employment on the farms connected with the State institu- 
tions, and in and about the same, are much improved in body and 
mind; and 

Whereas, It appears that the greater Dumber of the inmates of 
the said institutions are, however, kept in idleness because there is 
no employment that they can be given: 

It is, therefore, recommended by the Commission above mentioned, 
appointed by your honorable body, that means be devised whereby 
the nimates of the said institutions may lie given employment, and 
their condition thereby improved; and fur (hat purpose the above 
mentioned Commission respectfully recommends the enactment by 
your honorable body of an act, entitled "An act to provide for the 
employment of the insane, feeble-minded, and epileptic insane per- 
sons confined in institutions, wholly or in part maintained by the 
State, for the care and treatment of the insane, feeble-minded, and 
epileptic persons; and providing for the distribution of the supplies, 
manufactured articles, goods and products made in State institu- 
tions for the care of the insane, feeble-minded, and epileptic per- 
sons." 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c, That from and after the passage 
of this act, all inmates of any institution or hospital, which is wholly 
or in part maintained by the State for the care and treatment of 
the insane, feeble-minded, and epileptic persons, may make, manu- 
facture, or produce such supplies, manufactured articles, uoods, and 
products as may be used in any of the State hospitals or institu- 
tions. 
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Section 2. All the supplies, manufactured goods, and products, 
so made, .manufactured, or produced in institutions or hospitals, 
shall bear the stamp, giving the full name or title of the institu- 
tions wherein said article was made, manufactured, or produced. 

Section 3. Supplies, manufactured articles, goods, and products, 
so made, manufactured or produced, shall not be sold or exchanged 
to any person, firm, co-partnership, unincorporated association, or 
corporation; but same may be made, subject to sale or exchange 
to any institution, within the confines of the Commonwealth, which 
is maintained by the State wholly or in part, wherein the insane, 
feeble-minded, and epileptic persons are confined. 

Section 4. Any trustee, manager, or superintendent, or other per- 
son connected with the management and control of any institution 
for the care and treatment of the insane, feeble-minded, or epilep- 
tic, and who shall violate any of the provisions of this act by per- 
mitting any supplies, manufactured articles, goods or products to 
be sold or exchanged in any other way except as herein provided, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction, shall be sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00), 
at the discretion of the court. 

Section 5. All laws or parts of laws inconsistent herewith shall 
be and the same are repealed. 

Approved— The 28th day of May, A. D. 1907. 

EDWIN S. STUART. 
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